
© Kat LeFevre Oct 2005  kat@piecefulstitches.com  
http://creativepopoffs.blogspot.com or http://www.piecefulstitches.com 

Version 1.2 updated 6/22/2006 
 

 
 
Fir Cone 3/4 Square Shawl 
 
Materials: 
• 1,200 yards of lace-weight yarn. Model was 

knitted using lace-weight yarn from 
www.handpaintedyarn.com and over dyed. I 
used 1,029 yards (calculated by weight), but 
I’d MUCH rather have a few yards left over 
than to run out!!! 

• Size 4US/3.5mm circular needles, or size to 
obtain the fabric you like. I knit on the loose 
side, so you may prefer a size 6US/4mm or 
7US4.5mm. It’s up to you! I knit back and 
forth on a circular because I like the way the 
weight hangs from a circular needle better 
than from two straights. Again, it’s up to 
you. I recommend at least a 30" long circular. 

• Tapestry needle for weaving in ends 
• Stitch markers (optional), 2 or 3 
• Crochet cotton or other fine yarn or heavy thread for a lifeline, if you use one (optional) 
 
Skills/techniques used: 

• Provisional cast-on   
This can be a regular cast-on using waste yarn that you’ll pull/cut out when you need to use those 
stitches—you’ll use this at the very beginning of the shawl and for one end of the border. 

• Knitting two stitches together using one stitch from the shawl and one stitch from the border  
This acts as a cast-off for the body of the shawl while adding weight (which helps the shawl hang 
better), adds a decorative element, and is very elastic. Plus, since it’s in garter stitch knitted 
sideways to the shawl, it won’t flip as it’s being worn. 

• Using stitch markers 
I used two stitch markers for marking the corners, since I have a habit of getting into automatic 
mode and needed the reminder. ☺ 

• Picking up stitches 
Using the “bumps” created by the edges of garter stitch, you’ll poke your needle through one of 
those bumps, catch the yarn in the back of the work, and bring it through, creating one stitch. 
One “bump” is created by two rows of garter stitches. 

• Lifelines 
This sounds complicated, but it’s really not. Using a tapestry needle and a loooong length of 
something like crochet cotton (but it can be any small, kind-of slick yarn), run your threaded 
tapestry needle along the underside of the needle after you’ve completed a row you’re confident 
is correct. This way if you need to rip back (or your knitting gets away from you) you can know 
that the running will stop at a certain point or you can rip back to a point you KNOW is correct. 
Just leave it hanging there and knit away. You can either pull it out after you’ve put in a few 
more lifelines, or leave it in until it’s all finished. 
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Fir Cone 3/4 Square Shawl 

 
Notes about the border corners and points: 
The border is done in GARTER STITCH (knit every row; you will not do any purling).  
The points and corners were a bit tricky for me, so here’s an explanation of what I did. 
 
Corners: 
Since you have to account for the increase stitches in the corners, I made the “points” of the border 
deeper on the corners. You’ll notice on the charts it has a separate section for the corners. As you get 
close to the corners, you’ll want to make sure that you don’t start the decrease section too soon or else 
the longer point won’t line up with the corner of the shawl body. 
 
Border Points:  
when you start the border, you’ll NOT break the shawl body yarn. 
Cast on 9 stitches onto a double-point needle using a waste yarn, 
knit a row or two, and then begin knitting with the shawl body yarn, 
following the chart for the Left Edge of Shawl. You’ll end up 
picking up the stitches on the waste yarn after the border is 
complete, then you’ll knit back and forth, decreasing on the end of 
EACH row. If you don’t do this, you’ll end up with something that 
looks like the picture at right. I did NOT do a provisional cast on, 
and I wish I had; it looks neater than picking up stitches along the 
cast-on edge, which is what I did.  
 
 
Shawl instructions in WORDS (if you’d prefer to use the charts, go directly to the page with Chart 1): 
 
NOTE 1: you can use any double decrease you want; I used a sl2tog-k1-p2sso, but you can also use a 
sl1-k2tog-psso.I’ve written them as DD (for double decrease). 
 
NOTE 2: anything in brackets [] is the repeat section; you’ll see this in chart 2. Each time you go 
through the chart, you’ll do what’s in the brackets one more time than the time through the chart 
previously. 
 
Using a provisional cast on and waste yarn, cast on 3 sts and knit for two rows (garter stitch). Change to 
the shawl yarn and continue working in garter stitch for 48 rows. Pick up 29 stitches from one long 
edge, undo the provisional cast on, and knit those three stitches (3+30+3=36 sts total).  
 
Chart 1 in words: 
Row 1:  K3,* yo, k1, yo, k7, yo, k1, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, repeat between *s, k3. 
Row 2 and all even rows: k3, purl to last 3 sts, k3. 
Row 3:  K3, *yo, k2, yo, k3, double decrease, k3, yo, k2, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, repeat 

between *s, k3. 
Row 5: K3, yo, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo, ssk, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, repeat 

between *s, k3. 
Row 7: K3, yo, k2tog, k1, yo, k1, yo, k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo, k1, ssk, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, 

repeat between *s, k3. 
Row 9: K3, *yo, k19, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, repeat between *s, k3. This ends chart 1. 
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Chart 2 in words: 
Row 1: K3, *yo, k1, yo, [k3, dd, k3,yo, k1, yo,] k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, 

repeat between *s, k3. 
Row 2 and all even rows: k3, purl to last 3 sts, k3. 
Row 3: K3, *yo, k2, yo, [k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo,] k3, dd, k3, yo, k2, yo,* k1, repeat between *s, k1, 

repeat between *s, k3. 
Row 5: K3, *yo, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, [k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo,] k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo, ssk, yo,* k1, repeat 

between *s, k1, repeat between *s, k3. 
 Row 7: K3, *yo, k2tog, k1, yo, k1, yo, [k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo,] k3, dd, k3, yo, k1, yo, k1, ssk, yo,* k1, 

repeat between *s, k1, repeat between *s, k3. 
Row 9: K3, *yo, k6, [k10,] k13, yo,*  k1, repeat between *s, k1, repeat between *s, k3. 
Repeat Chart 2 13 times, or until it is the length you like minus 4½" for the border. Each time you repeat 

the chart you will increase the number of times you repeat the section in the brackets. For 
example, the first time you work Chart 2 you will work exactly as written. The second time, 
you will work the section in brackets twice. The third time though, you’ll work it three times. 

 
Border Chart in words: 
CO 8 sts, using provisional cast-on (waste yarn), knit 2 rows. Using shawl yarn, begin at row 1 of the 
"left edge of shawl" chart. 
 
KNIT EVERY ROW of border. 
Left Edge of Shawl Chart in words: 
Row 1: K8, k2tog using one of the stitches from the shawl. 
Row 2 and all even rows: k to end of row. 
Row 3: K6, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 5: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 7: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 9: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts.  
Row 11: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 13: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 15: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Continue to “Repeat Section” below. 
 
Repeat Section of Border Chart in words: 
Row 1: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 3: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 5: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 7: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k5, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 9: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. {increase section of “point” complete} 
Row 11: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 13: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts.  
Row 15: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
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Row 17: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 19:  K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. {decrease section of “point” complete} 
Repeat these 19 rows until you come to a corner. Go to “Corners” below. 
 
Corners Section of Border Chart in words: 
Row 1:  K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 3: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 5: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 7: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k5, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 9: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts.  
Row 11: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k5, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 13: K2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k6, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. {increase section of corner “point” complete} 
Row 15: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k6, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 17: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k5, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 19: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 21: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts.  
Row 23: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 25: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. 
Row 27:  K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the 

shawl sts. {decrease section of corner “point” complete} 
 
 
 
Right Edge of Shawl Chart in words: 
Row 1: K2tog, k5, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 2 and all even rows not shown: k to end of row. 
Row 3: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 5: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k3, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 7: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 9: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 11: K2tog, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 13: K2tog, k4, yo, k2tog, k2tog using one of the shawl sts. 
Row 15: K2tog, k5, K2tog using the last st of the shawl sts. 
Row 16 - 20: K2tog, k to end of row. Break yarn and pull tail through last 3 sts. 
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On Left Edge of shawl, remove provisional cast on and follow rows 16-20 in the Right Edge of Shawl 
instructions.  Block shawl (see dimensions below ), weave in ends, and enjoy! 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
K = knit 
P = purl 
Yo = yarn over; this creates a hole in the knitting. 
Ssk = slip as if to knit, slip as if to knit, insert left needle in front of two slip stitches, knit the two 

stitches together from that position. This makes a left-leaning decrease. 
K2tog = knit 2 stitches together. This makes a right-slanting decrease. 
DD = double decrease; this can be a sl2-k1-p2sso (slip 2 stitches separately as if to knit, knit 1, pass the 

slipped stitches over =  centered decrease), sl-k2tog-psso (slip 1, knit 2 stitches together, pass 
slipped stitch over = left-leaning decrease), or even a k3tog (knit 3 together =  right-leaning 
decrease). Knitter’s choice! That’s how I think of that symbol when I’m knitting, so that’s how 
I’m writing it out. ☺ 

* = repeat the section between the *s as indicated. 
[] = repeat the section once more each time you repeat the chart. The second time through, you’ll do this 

section twice; the third time through, three times, etc. 
 
 
 
Please note that I have NOT tested these written instructions personally; I’ve taken them from the chart. 
If you find any errors, please check the pattern on the ‘net and make sure you have the most current 
version. If you find an error that has not been corrected, PLEASE email me and tell me so that I can 
correct it and put out a new version.  kat@piecefulstitches.com 
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corners
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chart. If you have m

ore than 
8 stitches, you can cheat by 
knitting TW

O
 shaw

l stitches 
together instead of one.

repeat this section right edge of shawl
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W
hen border is com

plete, pick up 8 sts along beginning 
edge of border, k each row

 beginning w
ith a k2tog on E

A
C

H
 

row
, until 3 sts rem

ain. K
3tog, break yarn, pull through loop. 

R
epeat for the left edge of shaw

l, picking up the stitches 
from

 the provisional cast on.

W
hile this pattern is a bit rough, it still took a lot of tim

e to w
rite up. Feel free to share it w

ith your friends, but please direct them
 to 

either m
y blog or m

y w
eb site and have them

 print it out from
 there. This pattern m

ay not be re-published anyw
here w

ithout m
y 

express w
ritten perm

ission. A
sk, I m

ight say yes. If you m
ake this shaw

l and post pictures of it, please give m
e credit. Thank you and 

enjoy your shaw
l!!
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